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OVERVIEW  

Lifelong career in land conservation including 28 years with The Nature Conservancy.  Many 

other natural history related work experiences, both as a volunteer and as a paid consultant.  For 

many years (1972-present) I have participated in the Breeding Bird Survey program administered 

by the U.S. Geological Survey as a volunteer.  In recent years much of my spare time has been 

dedicated to moth surveys in coordination with other researchers and various citizen science 

projects. 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

CONSULTING BIOLOGIST 

 

Consulting Biologist—2012 -- present 

Variety of projects including lepidoptera (moth) surveys for National Park Service, conservation 

easement documentation for The Conservation Fund, breeding bird surveys in Nantahala and 

Pisgah National Forests for U.S. Forest Service, and other conservation and biological consulting 

for various private conservation organizations. 

 

 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY--NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 

 

Project Director—Northwest Mountains Office (2008 -- 2012) 

Managed all TNC programs including land acquisition and other activities in the northwestern 

mountain region for the North Carolina Chapter.  In addition to land acquisition duties, assisted 

in stewardship activities including prescribed burning, rare plant surveys, bog turtle surveys, etc. 

at the Bluff Mountain and Grandfather Mountain TNC preserves.   

 

Assistant Director for Protection (1994 – 2008) 

In coordination with the Associate Director, developed and implemented protection strategies to 

preserve important natural areas in North Carolina.  Protection included all aspects of real estate 

transactions involving conservation easements, fee simple acquisition, tax free exchanges, etc. In 

addition to land acquisition for the TNC state portfolio, handled many transactions involving a 

variety of partners including federal, state, local governments, and other non-profit 

organizations.  Duties also included identifying funding sources and leveraging public and 

private funding.  Also participated in the Chapter's strategic planning activities and help develop 

conservation priorities in key landscapes.  Worked closely with various state agencies such as 

the Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC), Parks and Recreation (DPR), Div. of Coastal 

Management (DCM), and other agencies in coordinating and implementing land deals and 

conservation planning.  Major achievements included the successful protection of the 



18,000-acre, $13M tract in the South Mountains in partnership with the WRC, the 18,000 acre 

Buckridge property on the Alligator River in partnership with DCM, and the 1100-acre Elk Knob 

property with DPR.  Was the chief NC coordinator of the International Paper Company/TNC 

deal, a multi-state acquisition project that resulted in over 81,000 acres acquired for conservation 

in North Carolina, including lands in 4 high-priority landscapes:  Roanoke River, Chowan 

River, Upper Tar River, and Waccamaw River. 

 

Protection Specialist (1989 - 1994) 

Implemented land protection for selected high priority projects across the state.  This included 

landowner contact, and the purchase of key tracts for TNC preserve portfolio and co-ops with 

various state agencies.   

 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY--SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE 

 

Protection Planner/Field Ecologist (1984 – 1989) 

The Nature Conservancy, Southeast Regional Office, Chapel Hill, NC 

Developed and implemented preserve selection and design studies for The Nature Conservancy’s 

Rivers of the Deep South Program and the Mellon National Wetlands Program.  Assisted 

Conservancy field offices in six states with developing protection plans and preserve designs for 

large ecosystems.  Projects included:  Suwanee River, FL; St. Mary’s River, FL, GA; Ichauway 

Plantation, GA; Alligator River, NC; Mobile-Tensas Delta, AL; Big Island, AR; and others. 

 

PRIVATE CONSULTANT 

 

Consulting Ecologist (1982 – 1984) 

Performed ecological, zoological, and botanical field surveys, preserve design studies, and other 

biological services for various federal, state, and private natural resource and conservation 

agencies.  Prepared environmental impact assessment reports, natural area reports, endangered 

species status surveys, and other technical reports. 

 

N.C. DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

Biologist/Natural Area Inventory Technician (1979 – 1982) 

Natural Heritage Program, Department of Natural Resources and Community Development, 

Raleigh, NC 

Performed biological inventories of natural areas, assisted with landowner contact for Registry of 

Natural Heritage Areas, and developed preserve design packages for the state’s highest priority 

natural area.  Verified and updated heritage database of rare and endangered species and natural 

communities.  Supervised contract biologists. 

 

State Park Naturalist (1977 – 1978) 

Division of Parks and Recreation, Department of Natural Resources and Community 

Development, Raleigh, NC  

Developed a natural history interpretive program and performed other ranger duties at Medoc 

Mountain State Park. 

 



EDUCATION 

B.S. in Conservation, N.C. State University, 1978. 

Graduate-level Botany courses, University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, 1979. 

 

Publications and Reports available upon request. 

 

References available upon request. 

 

 

 

 

 


